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PREFACE 



The desire tor the ri;(urn 1o Fatherland and freedom which 
was fostered in the Jewish People durin;^ the whole period 
of exile gathered in volume aiid intensity with tlie birth of the 
Zionist Movement. 

Ten years have now passed since the Jewish National Idea 
became the rallying cry of a party, and Political Zionism entered 
Ihe arena of modern national movements. 

Advocated by its adherents with enthusiasm and zealous 
devotion: received by opponents at (irst with scorn and derision 
and then with severe and deliberate opposition, the Zionist idea 
was propelled into the centre of matters Jewish. Receiving suste- 
nance from all that related (u Jewish life, spirhually radiating 
throughout entire Jewry, it introduced a new epoch into Judaism 
and gave a special character lo Jewish history of the last decade. 

Il must be clear even to the outsider that ten years activity 
of a movement which occupies itself with such a complicated prob- 
lem as the Jewish, furnishes plenty of subject matter for historical 
consideration. There is scarcely an important question of an 
economic, social or educational nature in which the Jewish people, 
by reason of its exceptional position in social and national lite, 
is not forced to interest itself, and just these last ten years belong 
to the most stirring and tragic in Jewish history. To that must 
be added the particular Zionist proposals tor the solution of the 
Jewish gucstiiio and the special melhods by which the Zionist 
organisation brought the idea into prominence. A large volume 
might be utilised, were the learned student of events to direct his 
activity to the decade of Zionism. 

If. however, here in a small pamphlet the ten years of Zionism 

U in s.'lf-fviiiL'fH thai tlif i.hieL-l ,.im >^o liiii \<i\. 



this historical retrospect will give the opportunity for an elemen- 
tary knowledge of Zionism, while those who are connected with 
it will find this work a pleasing souvenir. 

Naturally this review must confine itself to the main lines 
of progress of F^olitical Zionism and the development of its organi- 
sation, without entering into theories which the foundation of 
Zionism and its ideals afford. Those who wish to become ac- 
quainted with the theoretical side of the programme will find 
abundant opportunities in current Zionist literature. But even 
this short review of Zionist history will, it is hoped, contribute 
some useful information on Zionism and its objects even to the 
entirely uninitiated. 
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THfiODOR HHHZL 

t1 was fortunatL* lur PolHkal Zlunism to have found a cham- 
pion in Thcodor Hcrzl, and it was its severest trial to have him 
taken so eariy fn>m its midst. 

Bight of the ten years oT Zionisn was sn full of the spirit 
and power o{ ThcfMior Hcnil and of ihe strong influence of his 
personality, every product and improvement of the organisation 
was in so large a measure affected by his counsel and activity, 
that it becomes necessarj' to dwell in a few words on Ihe character 
of the deceasfd leader before we proceed to speak of the organi- 
sation which hi- created. 

Thenddf Hcrzl was born in Budapest in IShd. It was in- 
tended Ihat he should devote himself to the practice of Law. 
but he exchanged it directly after acquiring his degree of Doctor 
of Laws for Ihe literary prnfessioii in which he remained until 
liis eariy death. As an elegant "feuilletonisl" and successful 
playwright he was already achieving fame in German literature 
when, although removed at the time from Judaism and its tradi- 
ti<ms. the Dreyfus affair suddenly aroused his* interest in the 
condition of his pcopk-. \\'H\\ remarkable penetration he turned 
his attention from the single Trench inciden! to Ihe sufferings of 
Jews generally : he pereeivcd wherein lay Ihe main wcaiiness of 
Jcwn,': that the simrce of all disabilities under which .lews suffer 
was the want of a home, the want of a territory with the pri- 
vilege of self-government, and wilhoni knowing that already 
before htm quite a number of men had advocated by word and 
deed tiic return to the ancient Homeland, he wrote a brochure 
entitled "The Jewish State" In this lie pointed out that which 
had never been stated so clearly before, the proposal ''to give 
.lews Sovereign rights over a portion of the earth's surface" as 
well as the means he held suitable for achieving this object. 
Herzl's brochure became historic. 

The succes.s which followed the issuing of his ".lewish State" 
impelled him lo place himself at the head of a band of men wlio. 
responding to his call, laid with him the foundations for the 
Political Zionist Organisation, What he achieved as leader of the 
Organisation will be spoken of later. Here only the personal side 
will be touched upon. His love for the movemeirt, his charming 
manner and his exceptional talents qualified him as leader from 
the beginning. In difficult and perplexing limes he was the most 
vital ptiwi^r in the movement, the central figure of Ihe congresses, 
the idol of the masses. Hut he possessed at the same time — 
and this was ut special importance to the object which he had set 
himself - a rare gift of influencing the outside worid. With the 
capabilities oi an organiser he combined a self-acquired and 
by 00 meaus small talcni for pnliiical statesmauslijp wtiich made 
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:.. . i'll. •/>/;'' a-, th-j t>ri': n:a! p»Aver*l' hawk him. !•» w-Tidiut 
I. :/oti;jti/,n . viith ;(«ivernrnents and t*; inciin^- their fav-iirable 
;j*?'jtitioii Uj the Zi'inist Cause. Thus. a!thou;^h statesmen of 
JvA'ish ';:-:! rajt ion ha'/e not been wantin;^ at any period, he can 
!>'; Iruly .:allcd the iirsi .Jewish Statesman. The wh^le of his 
J niirin;^ etier;^ie-. i\nd immense powers were plav:ed at the >enice 
r/i Zioni'^rn. f:ndeavoiirin;j always to lead it im sii.jes<. 

Zionism received a sta^^erin;^ blow when this man who 
•.:i':vated the poore>t rjf his people to the hei;^ht •»: hi? uwn 
icJe.il: who l)y his unostentatious greatness ;^ained the ear of the 
poz/eriiil rulers oi the world and with his transparent honesty 
(li .pell'd the doubts or even the most suspicious" was tijrn from 
it in I he ilowcr c;i his manhood on July .^rd 1004 -Thamus 2n, 

Ii anv man s existence can be termed rich and fruitful surelv 
liiiTodor llerzl's c?mi be srj described. I 'or generations past no 
.lev/ lia . so efi^^rjived himself uprm Jewish hearts and filled such 
;i |.l;i('- iii .lew! Ji history. And while the deep s<»rrow of his loss 
I. "vi-i I) •loi'.' them, there exists the firm intention in the minds 
oi Iii, lolluwi'i . i«i accomplish the work that he began. Zionists 
li.r I- ^;iii,<' lo remember the words written bv Theodcir Herzl in 
;r: ;iiilo!)io;M'aphv in 1S08: 

..Mile thing I regard as certain and beyond all doubt, 
the .\^»vement will contimie. I do not know when I will 
die, hut Zionism will never die. liver since the days of 
the lirst r)asle Congress the Jewish people have a re- 
presentative Parliament which later will sit in its own 
I. and." 



Till- ZIONIST IDl-A AND ITS MkSr ADX'OCATiiS 

At U'» j)eri(»d throughoiu its distressing history oi exile has 
tlir tiiou;iiit and the hope of a return to "the land '»f tliL lathers" 
ever left the Jewish people. The belief in the .Wessiah the deliverer 
iKHU e\ilc coiitinuallv lent it new power and courage. The 
n.ition ^sas at all limes prepared for the march and only awaited 
tlu >i«vnal. I he most significant ej'jochs in Jewish histmy are 
Mk re^"mriiig nicssianic movements at differciU periods which pn)- 
loiiiulU moved the wliole race. 

If these weie essentiallv of a reliiriiMis and nr.sticalcharacler 
whivh .iwoke liie slumbering pv»wers and deep desires of the people, 
lihic ,ic».MmMilated in the loih ^-entury the maniles{:itioii .»f the 
s.i-.ne ptipulai \ earning which taking into v.'i»nsideraii«'n the 
;;i\cn ^.ondilions of reality, was the expression of cMiscious nati«»nal 
fcvling and evoked llie strengthening efforts of the young and 
e::ergelic elemenis of our people 

I'hc nitidcrn /i«inist movemonl stands in cluse relationship 
with tite history wi all I'uropcan nations in the PMh century and 
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with The developmenl of the Jewish people during this pcriiKl. 
Modem Zionism as an historical eveni belongs lu the category 
ol great national struggles for independence which strives after 
the emancipaliori ul the individual has heen acquired, for the eman- 
cipation lit the people as a whole and resiills in the strengthen iiig 
and consul idal ion of the respective nationalities. But the Jewish 
struggle for emancipation must be carried on more perseveringly 
and vigorously, since the freedom of the individual must firstly 
be achieved- Thus Ihc specific "Judennot". Uie disabilities and 
the obstacles impeding the Jew. is in the first place the motive 
power for many advocates of the Zionist idea. Their process of 
reasoning takes the following form; - Where Jews have acquired 
(Mjual rights with the general population it i» only formal and not 
actually in practice. Even when the equality is established by 
Law. il is withheld in private and social life. The Jews are 
always regarded and dealt with as inferior beings, and their pr\^- 
gress is Itnis retarded. A natural developnienl of their powers 
can only result when these abnormal conditions are removed; 
when Ihcy shall no more be despised strangers or unpopular in- 
truders hut like other naticms posses their own country. 

Moses Hess Ihe well known philosopher and champion of 
Uberty. warned the Jews already in 1840: — "We will always be 
strangers among nations who grant us rights from humanitarian 
or legal motives but will not respect us so long as we relegate 
our greatest Jewish traditions to a secondary place and keep 
foremost the principle "Ubi bene, ibi patria". In order Ihal the 
Jews should not be compelled to play the ignominious role of 
uninvited guests at a strange table, they musl strive for their 
own freedom". A detaik-d trealmeni of the Zionist idea based upon 
his philosophical system and at the same time fixing his practical 
proposals which should lead to the rebirth uf IheJcwishpeople.lhrough 
the acquisition of a general centre hy means of colonisation in 
Palestine, is given in his book "Uomc and Jerusalem" published 
in lf«)2. 

The persistent hatred of the Jews and the contempt shown 
towards them whicli musl last so long as the Jew appears as a 
stranger, as a wandering apparition of Ihe pasl. were also Ihc 
reasons fur L>r, I'insker's scheme of a Jewish State which he pub- 
lished in a pamphlet cnlilled "Aulo-l:mancipalion" in I8K2. Like 
Hess but with greater force I'insker pointed to self-help ss a 
necessity for Jews acquiring freedom, "Pn>m their fatal and 
unnatural position in which they can neither exist nor perish 
the Jews will only then save themselves when, instead of imploring 
lurcign belp. they will themselves create the means for deliverance 
from ekile" Ite wrute. and further "The Jews must obtain a tcrri> 
tory (in wtiich Ihey can again build up a national polity". His 
project coniains many important details that have been inCor- 
toraled into the present Zionist programme. 
^^ " ' ■ I indL-pendenl national sentiment thai w 




iininfluencecJ by Anii-Semilism. Perez Smolenski, wUn 
with a passiimatc love (itr his people aniJ entered tnm 
nal emancipatif.in "f liie Jews with firt* anil cnlhusiasin, 8(j 
the front rank o( Jewish National advocates. He direclw 
sharpest criticism against tlie ass I mil at ing sciinol thai torn 
most significant expression in German reformed Jndalsm. 
Jewish persecutiim but the -desire for ttie prestrvatiun 
Jewish people entitled to existence by reason of its achievt 
and creative genius, brought him on the path of Zl'unisr 
caused him to give forth the signal (or a return to the 
Jewish Home. The Hebrew journal "Haschachar" founclei 
edited by him nndcr extraordinary difficulties from I8W !■ 
is the first important organ of Jewish .Nationalism. Achsd Ha'am 
with his imprijssive Jewish [lationai philosophy may hu considerwl 
a rcpresenlative of the ideal aims of Smolensk! which lie enlarged 
and formed into the sn-callcd system ul "Culliir-Ziomsin". 

Notwithstanding their different points of view, all these ad* 
vocates came as we have seen to the same conclusion. "The' 
Jewish Land fur the Jewish People!" (t mnsi also be noted th^ 
the first advocates of the Zionist idea had a characteristic in 
common with its siibsec|nent leading representatives; a fiigh idval 
of seif-consciousness and unbending pride, the natural consequence 
ut which was (heir ardent desire to see their people wortlty wid 
respeclcd. 

Independent In part of Ihc Jewish national consciousness Is (htl 
inextinguishable attachment of Ihe Jewish people to the Holy 
Land, to Rrez Israel, which jrave an impetus to colonising under' 
takings in Palestine since the middle uf the t'Mh century, bl 
this connection must be mentioned firstly Ihc spirited founders Of 
the Alliance Israelite Lniverselle. Charles Netter. Albert Ciitw. 
Qoldschmidt. Crtmienx and others who sti>od at the head of Ihe 
first institution created lo i:on8er\'e tlie brotherhood of collective 
Jewry, it was the Alliance which founded the first AgricuHutll 
school in Palestine, "Mikvah Israel", for which Charles Netter in' 
particular made great sacrifices- 
Speaking generally, the furtherance of P;il'. 
on the part of Western Hurnpean Jews seldoni 
motives, while on the other hand ihc Chove^ ■■ 
in Russia may be regarded as the lorcrunnti w, , , 
. from which it differs only in methods, but in principii 
the same ideas. The Chovevi Zionist movement also 
its goal the creation of an independent Jewisi' :on' 
but to attain this end it prefers the nieihod <'i 
to that of one direct political concession. I'l 
the intclfccttia! fniinrit!r of thi^ m'>vement hi ■ 
and ■' ■" 



became later a resolute advocate ot the National Idea. The large 
emtgralion from Russia caused by the first Jewisii ■'pogroms" in 
I8s^ produced thf tirst Palestine Pioneers. A number ot cnlhu- 
siaslK. \\v: majiirity students, surtnountinji; Ihe jjreatesi difficulties 
rcpHtreil to Palestine and established IhcrL- the colony Risction Lc 
7.\na. L'nlurtunatcly the necessary experience and financial means 
of the colonials were not equal (o llieir ^ood will and zoal, and 
Ihc work of ciiloiiisalton proceeded very slowly luider ^real difti- 
ctillies. In the meantime however Chovevi Zion Societies increased 
in number year by year also outside Russia- A common pro- 
}rramme of wurk lor the individual societies was made possible 
in 1884 by the Kattuwitz Conference. A systematic and intense 
activity of the colonisation societies was then facilitated by the 
legalised cstablishmenl in 1890 of "The Association for supporting 
Jcwisfi agriculturalists in Palestine and Syria" with headquarters 
at Odessa. The second most importaiil Paleslininii Colonisation 
Society was the „I:zra" Association in Berlin side by side with 
which arose olher societies in Austria. Rnumania and lingland. 

.Much more, however, than by the Cokmisatiim Societies was 
(he settlement in Palestine furthered by haron Rdmund de Roth- 
schild iif Paris. Most of his Colonies were later transferred to 
the formal administration of the .lewish Colonisation Associatiim 
(1. C. A.I which in I80(i also drew Palestine into the sphere of 
its iipcrations. Hut in spite of the colossal sums spent on the 
fifteen established colonics, their success at first did not come up 
to expectations. Only lately is a pleasitig change to be noticed 
in their condition. The difficult situation in whicli the colonies 
a1 that time found themselves finally led to general discourage- 
ment, and the Colonisation Movement stagnated. 

Side by side with the Colonisation of Palestine there 
arose a hopeful Jewish National Movement with the young al 
its head. .Mlhough the movement was loo weak for great praclical 
acliievements. it was ot great value for the national education 
of the people and for the strengthening of the Zionist idea. It 
spread largely in Russia, Cialicia and in Austria where orte of the 
mosi earnest thinkers of the early period of Zionism. Dr. Nathan 
Hirnbaum iMatliias Acher), found his sphere of activity, and finally 
also In Oermany where the labours of Rabhiner Dr, Rtilf were of 
particularly great value. The fortes gradually gathered and conlinually 
impressed themselves deeper and deeper in the minds of the masses. 
Much potential energy was stored up. bbl this energy required the 
.strong hand lo successfully tuni it to account. Here a reawaken- 
ing national will that required development and a goal: there, 
after the initial labours on the soil, a discoiiragement which 
threatened to paralyse the best and most willing forces — such 
was the sitoatioo .i decade ago. 



FROM "THH .lEWISH STATK" TO THE FIRST CONafl 

The advetil uf Theodor Herzl as Jewish nationalist VMtt 
alliigethcr imexpccted and entirely ualooked for. He cflme (rtiiti 
a circle which Ihe majority of Ihe friends of Palestim- - ■■"■::'i— ■••■< 
as long dejudaised. So onexpecled was it, thai ; 
Zionists of the old order looked upon the newcomtr 
Paris issued the watchword of a Jewish State, will' 
reserve. A small number were even antagonistic, tor Tlitudui 
Herzl without knowing it placed himself in opposition to Ihe 
efforts of a section {»f Chovevi Zionists who had occupied them- 
selves with petty undertakings, by the principle he formulated Iha! 
the Jewish question must be uplifted to a political plane and thai 
the acquisition of a .lewish home must be accomplished hy public 
political methods in agreement with the various governments. 
The largesi party of Zionists however, as well as a number i>t 
new adherents, greeted Herzl's "Jewish State" with great etitbu- 
siasm. although they did not agree with all the details of ihe 
scheme, Herzl himself gave up many of these details later In 
deference to the decisions of Congress and accomodated bis 
scheme to the natural development of the movement. 

The "Jewish State" of Herzl was logically hascd on the 
following hypotheses: — The Jews are a nation. The cmancipatii>n 
of the IMth century did not lead to the assimilation of the .icvrs 
witii the surrounding nations. .Assimilation woulo pi.rn;ji>s hi' 
possible, were a gradual disappearance of distinguishii' 
ristics between -lews and non-.fews brought about thi' 
sale intermarriage which would wipe out the pure nui ' 
of the Jews. Such a disappearance is ufil feasible t>kLiiijj.c i.n 
both sides it is not desired, and secondly btrcausc a vast majority 
of the Jews are oppressed economically and despised socially, fid 
that such a transfusion of blood does nut appear welcome to 
non-Jews. The Jews will thus never assimilate, for antisemitism 
is deeply rooted in the people and consequently Jewish distress 
will continue undiminished. As the present position of ihu Jew* 
is intolerable, another and more natural path must he chitscn. The 
Jews as a nation neither can nor will disappear and musi a^ain 
maintain a given territory with sovereign rights which should be 
established in Palestine or Argentine. A territory ul their .* ri would 
give Jews wherever they were oppressed an opporlumt-. lo live 
in peace on their own land, while at the same time Uic drawing 
off of the Jewish masses from P.iirupe would n:itnr.ilu ! ..r .mii- 
semilism to a standstill by reason of whici" 
protc>:lioii a Jewish State could afford, the -■■ 
remaining U^ nlhtrr lands would fashioi) il-- 
as, ■' p'sition o! the (k 

the .': I ver Ihe liberal. 

hav- to develop to ■; 

anil (it.i.ai ^.i-.i M.-- 



As a means for carrying out his project which provided (or 
an emigration en masse tram Ihe Buropcan cuimlrics and at the 
same lime colnnisiilion on a large scale in the Jewish land, Herzl 
destrEd t'l take advantage of the intervention of the great powers 
in whusc interest it lay to be released from Ihe l»iirdensome 
Jewistt question. A inursl representative of the Jews. i. e. 
an Associalinn that should represent the project in its 
deaJings with tlio public and with governments, and a financial 
institutiun for the purpose of purchasing Ihe territory fcir tho 
proposed Jewish State and for financially regulating the emigration 
and immigration — these were to become the two executive organs 
of ihfi movement. In order thai the establishment -should be 
successful and permanent from the very beginning, the Jewish 
State was to be secured by means of a Charier of Autonomy 
guaratUeed by the Powers. 

The principle of Jewish Nationalism, llie claim of sovereign 
rights for the future commonwealth, the formulation of the public 
political cteiracter of the movement; these three cardinal points 
:advanced with deliberation and decision, obtained forllerzl's book 
directly it was published a not insignificant number of supporters 
who, ready tu turn the written word into deed, sought to join 
the man wim had sounded the signal for deliverance. The interest 
evoked by the brochure waxed continually greater, a People's 
-Movement had begun, and thus the era of Political Zionism can be 
dated frimi the time of the publication of the "Jewish Slate" i I8'Jtt). 

Theodor Herzl had not originally thought to step out of his 
position as a writer "who transmits an idea to Ihe world in order 
ihat others should transform it into the reality", and actually 
participate in the movement, nor had he purposed »hc formation 
of n party with the masses as executive organ. Already before 
the "Jewish State" was published he laid the most essential points 
jof bis scheme before the great Jewish philanthropist. Haron Hirsch. 
the hnnider of the .Argentine Colonies. He wished to place the 
Baron at the head of the undertaking, but Ihe conference between 
lliein led to no result. These two mun who were not so strange 
lo each other, as it might seem at first glance, debated apart from 
each other, and when Herzl again wished to continue the tiego- 
tiations by means of his pamphlet, he learnt thai Karon Hirsch was 
:dead: "ttie only rich Jew" as Herzl wrote of him in his diary 
'who wished to' do snmelhing great for his people". Once in a 
teller lo Hirsch, Herzl wrote: — "Vou would have been the force 
with which I would have begun, but there are others. Finally 
and all tmpiirtani there are the Jewish masses to whom I will 
■know Iiow I" approach. Tbe pen is a power to be reckoned 
1,11 h,. , ,.piMi.r.,i nt it — --." Herzl next sought 
■ '-hip, though already many turned 
'ri<i and proposals, with offers lo 
ns directions, and these expressions 
siii'.Iiincc iif a by nn means small party. 



Hf altcmpfeiJ alreaJy in July IB-Jd in London, after 
visited Constantinople, to form thai Association, th 
.lews" which shiuild bt Ihi: moral authority representing' 
and wiiii-h should release him, "the individual wriitr 

task. However, nothing came of it, and pressed nmu - 

by friends on the one hand and opponents on the ollitr, Heal 
look over the practitai leadership of the T'olitical Zionist Muvaneol 
with its activities directed to l^alesline. He had in the meanhmc 
become tnlly convinced thai only Palestine would be suitable for 
founding a..Iewish State. Once resolved lo work wkli (he masses 
and as leader of the people, he threw into the work the whole 
of his energetic and enthusiastic powers and his abilities. He tnuiMl 
in the \'ienna centre, where Zionists of the old school and Student 
societies were in evidence, a strong staff of co-workers, and in 
every land where .lews lived the revival or newly awakened belief 
in the work of deliverance brought thousand.s of enihusiastic 
apostles to the idea, whilst the powerful advocacy of Max Nordau 
followed Herzl's lead. At this point there arose a keen opposition 
from (he ranks of those who, by the announcement ot a Jewish 
national awakening, felt- threatened in the indolent ease of tlieir 
"Mosaic persuasion", and in the security ot Iheir citizenship. It 
was the time when - one can hardly believe it now — in Western 
Europe. .lews were afraid of the word ".lew", as if the name was 
synonymous for that which was low and unworthy, and thus teariHl 
the consequence of a manly recognition of the .lewish fv^ific '^iictt 
as the Zionists sought. It was the lime when the " 
u'as shut i>ff from the Kastern. whom he looked upon 
backward, by the fi.\ed barriers of separation; when n . 
in security strongly denied the existence of any sulidaniy mi .k-wisn 
interests, hiding behind his attachment In this or thai nation nr. 
behind a flaunted patriotism and shutting his eyes lo Jewisb 
misery in liastem Hurope. Zionism, tearing aside with one stroke 
the web of lies thai hat been woven round assimilation, WK 
naturally al once recognised by these men as a danger to Ibein 
which had lo be combatted. A number of liberal kabbis particu- 
larly directed themselves with great emphasis against Ihe pro- 
gressing movement, ^specialty when il became known that ntrH 
and his colleagues intended summoning a Zionist Con'/ress. The 
more vehement the attacks grew, the mure - - ■ ••■ ■'-. .-•-~' 
workers became. .-Vs a collcctiTig ground r ■ 
the public representation of Zionist interests, l- 
which was 1<> be summoned, and to avert the . 
Theodor Hcnti established in .iune 18't7 a WLckI> 
Welt", which from that date has remained the ecu'! 
'' Zinnisl m.-.'-cmcnt f'eas.inl in tone. Trnnt;'v 
--"tiie , 
the 
prill, 
cons, 
"01 i^" " '■^" 



11 aiimninced Ihe holding of the Congress which was lo 
place in -Munich al Ihe end of AukusI 1S')7. fiiil shiiilly before 
Ihe dale fixed, the Cumicil uf the Jewish comiTniriity pmlested 
'■fitrmally" aj-ai'isi the Confiress laktiig place within the buundaries 
of Munich. Hcrzl ilid nol atlnw himself to btcnnn; disheartened. 
■'CMnfcrninji: itic Munich Cunj^rcss. Munich is iml Ihe principal 
matter, hut lln.- Congress" he replied to the Munichians. To-day 
alter nine and a hall years probably oven the Munich irummiinal 
leaders will adniil what Hcr?.l said at the time: "I believe it will 
stRnify nothing infamous for a town to have made gs wekomc." 
In place of Munich. Basle was chosen fur the holding of 
the Congress, and Ihat town then and on each subsetiiient occasion 
gave the must hearty welcome to Ihe Zionists In every country 
Zionists elected tlieir representatives (many of the Chovevi Zionists 
9l(U refused to participate), and on tlic 2<Jth uf August I«97. in 
tlie presence of 204 delegates, the first Zionist Congress was 
opened. 



THE HIRST CONOHESS 

The first ConKTCss forms a laflBmark not only in Zionist, 
but in Jewish history in general. The very fact of its being held 
was the must irrefutable evidence uf the existence of a Jewish 
Nati<m. Jews of all lands and ol diverse languages. Jews of 
everj' grade of cullure, religious Jews and freelli inkers, Jews of 
every station of life and belonging to all classes were gathered 
logellier. Deeply stirred with emotion al having Ihe npporlunity 
lu take part in Ihe first national gathering in the Uiaspora. they 
made manifest ttie irnauimotis desire to create a future for the 
Jewish people on their own land, 

This Congress also signifies a turning point in Jewish history 
because by Ihe principle it adopled of raising Ihe Jewish problem 
lo a universal and political plane, il radically broke with Ihe 
conventional attitude of Ihe leading Jewish circles of Ihat lime. 
Undetorred by antisemilic calumnies. Ihe Congress proclaimed the 
solidarity of Jewish interests and created for these interests a 
trit)une. the first and the only one the Jewish people possess lo 
tlte present day, The Congresses have gradually become Ihe 
Parliament nf a homeless nation in which all its desires, all its 
sorrows and its hopes concentrate; a Parliament in which Ihe 
Ifvnetal public evince Ibe grvalesl interest and the importance 
of whicli for the trealmenl of the Jewish question even opponents 
have Icamt to respect. 

The work the Congresti had lo face was considerable, lor 
cvcrytliing had lo be turned from theory into practice and receive 
liirm and shape. I^eporls o( fundamental importance illumined 
and sifted Die vast niateriaj. \ien\ once again indicated (he lines 
III be adopled hv Political Zionism. In a fine sentence he defined 



the nationalising process of Zionism — "Zionism is a relnm <o^ 

Judaism before Ihe return to the Jewish land" -- ni 

the Congress he submiUed to its care the nation.d 

he until then had led without a popular manOali' 

occasion was Ihe address which followed by Dr 

analysed in a masterly form the general position ul Uie. 

and has since done so at practically every Congress. Ua: 

was the manner in which he deal! with the misery nf I he '3 

individual in the lands o( emancipation; — "'This is the mural iS>3i 
whicti is more bitter than the physical because it befalls men whit 
are differently situated and are possessed of finer feelings. The 
emancipated Jew is insecure in his relations with his feltcw beings, 
timid with strangers and suspicious even towards. Ihe secret 
feelings ol his friends. His best powers are exhausted in ibc 
suppression or at least in Ihe difficult concealment of his own 
character, for he fears that his character might be recognised vA 
Jewish, and he has never the satisfaction of showing himself as 
he is. in all his thoughts and senlimenls. He becomes inwardly 
crippled and cNtemally unreal, and thereby always ridiculous 
hateful to all men of higher feeling just as everything Is I 
is unnatural." 

Of egiial and it may 61- said classical lollincss was Nordail'^ 
analysis of the terrible Jewish misery in Eastern liuropd "Wfl 
are a race of accursed beggars", — in this sentence he sin 
up the tragedy of the collective Jewish situation which ft ' 
the business of that Congress to remedy. 

Dr. Nordau's address was followed by special reports uH l.,„^^ 
situation nf the Jews in each particular country. Wussia. All^ti£ 
Qalicia. liukowina, Roumania, Algiers. Germany. Hungary. Ot.BiTtaln 
and America. A shocking recital of misery, of igntHuinliius in- 
justice and fearful distress was unfolded before the piihlic gaae, 
and the impossibility of continuing in this lamenlabli- siluatlnii 
was frankly and openly declared. Two most important addrcMW 
by Dr. D. Farbslein and Dr. N. Birnbaum, the first from a soctiUt- 
political, the second from a national-educational standpoint, 
delivered on the theoretical foundations of Zionism, 
attention was given by Dr. Birnbaum in his address to ( 
chosen by the Zionists tor their operations, Palestine, 
striking demonstration nf its singular superiority for Ihe 
of a Jewish commonwealth, On this subject he said: 
to which Jews would go, did not need special allra^inii 
needed another power, the power of keeping them •*■ ■ i 
(here, till Ihe grand process of converting them fn 
tile people into a people devoted to all callings, v 
culture, hud t>i*en oom!>teti>d, arrd tM- wiii'd ft" i 
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tht 




lonsidered. There was a second reason in favour ut Palestlnei' 
I' Itiat was on account of the benefits that wuiiltl be conferred 
^M on Jews alone bnt on mankind in general. A Jewish People 
in Palestine would not only be the medium between the social- 
ethical and pdlitical-aesthetical elements of F.uropean ciilhirc. but 
also the long sought medium belween the Rast and the West. 
No people are so apt lor this as the Jews with Iheir inherited 
oriental qualities and their acquired European character. No 
coiinlry is so lilted to he the territorial medium as Palestine with 
its proximity to Kurope and the Suez Canal, and as being the 
inevitable stalion on the way to India, It is seen therefore that 
the choice of Palestine far from being an arbitrary one, certainly 
establishes a security for the fact thai the possession of the land 
is pecutiai'ly filled for Israel " 

The Congress, however, brought enlightenment on other 
Zionist tjuestions. When one now lums back to the work 
accomplished by thai memorable gathering, it will be recognised 
with amazement that nu item of the very complicated matter in 
hand remained undcalt with, although many of those who took' 
part in the dcliberalions only fell their way forward. Greaf 
alientinn was given to the question concerning the conditions ol 
colonisation in Palestine, and the question of Jewish national 
culture, particularly Ihe cultivation of the Hebrew Language, 
received the consideration due to it, especially in an address by 
Ur. Hhrenpreis. Chief Rahbi of Bulgaria. It was already at this 
Congress that Prof. Schapira. who unfortunately died shortly 
ailcr. submitted Iwo proposals of which one. referring lo the 
crcati<m of a Xalional Pund for the purchase ol land in Palestine 
has since been learned out. while the other dealing with Ihe 
foimding of a .lewish High School in I'alestine has remained up 
till now unftilfillcd, although still not given up. hesides this Iha 
eslablisiimtnl of a Hank to undertake the financial part of political 
concessions (the Jewish Colonial Trust established later) was then 
discussed. 

The most important work accomplished by the first Congress, 
however, was the framing of the Zionist Programme and the plan 
of the Zionist Organisation. 

THE R.'XSLE PROQM.'XMMR 

The first Congress was faced with the uncommonly difficult 
_ [ of framing out of a complexity of views —■ the ideas laid down 
J Mer^l in iiis "Jewish State", the principles of his IheoretlcaLI 
forerunners, the experiences of the old Zionists and the opinion!' 
t the new a uniform and comprehensive programme. 

This programme lo be effective had to embrace all essentialtt,1 
bdes having; lo be short, clear and decisive. How successfully l 
I Commrsion elected by the Congress to draft the programme J 
■cd ttieif Hhitc!. cannm be bi-lter denumstratcd than by the 
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fact that the prngramme adopted by the first Cnngress is ! 
force to-day unaltered, after long and difficult years in Ihe lifl 
the party, Tlie Basle Programme, nained after the pta" 

meetinj; reads: - - 

The aim uf Zionism "is to create for the .lewisll p« 
publicly legally secured home in Palestine. 

In order to attain this the Congress adopted the fiilItJwingH_ 

1. To promcile— in so far as il serves Ihe above ubtt 
the settlement in Palestine of Jewish agricultura 
handicraftsmen, labourers, and men tollowiny prolci 

2. To centralise Ihe entire Jewish people by means <it ( 
institutions, agreeably to iiie laws of the land. 

3. To strengthen and further Jewish sentiments and i 
sell-consciousness. 

4. To obtain the sanction of Qovernments necesssij 
carrying out the objects of Zionism. 

A healed debate arose during the consideration iif (he Jl 
programme in connection with (he manner of fixing tlie S« ' 
iif Ihe future settlement. The Commission had proposed the 1 
•■legally-secured", but a section of the delegates insisted o" 
phrase "nationally-legally secured", the national principle 
that which distinguished" Political Zionism from the earlier I(h8 
An intervention by l)r, Herzl proposing the acceptance 
term "poblicly legally secured" foimd favour with all sectil 
and in thi.s manner the programme was unanimously adopted If 
the enthusiasm of iht- delegates. 

THE OUOANISATION. THE SHEKHL. 
THE ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

The cjuestion of the organisation of a parly whose adhei 
are dispersed over all lands and belong to the most varied g 
of spiritual, communal and social life was [io simple pre, 
confronting the Congress. After Dr, M. Bodenheimcr had j 
milted an excellent report upon the subject, a CommissioiTi| 
appointed, and after some difficullv ihey succeeded in elabot 
a system of organisation which aflhough modified in -some i 
in later years, still retains its essential features. 

As tlic underlying principle of tbc organisation, the | 
idea ol the Slielcel cnnlributiou and its associatinn with 1" 
membership was particularly successful, and ihe Conerenc 
the following main outlines ut the Constitution; 

1. The chief organ of the MnvemenI is (he Coi _ 

2. Every Zionist is eiiliiled to vole lor a dcieK^te i'n CfitJ 
who pays lor Zionist purposes ar 
conlributiun of at least one Stwltel c\. ;lifl 

3. 100 Shekel-payers have the riEhl l- 



This democratic system which esiablished the eqitality of 
men and women, ricti and poor, within the Movement, certainly 
cuntribulcd ouich to its lalcr dcvelopment- 

The ^(iivcrnmcnl of the Organisation, wliich by Iht* above 
Constiluticn embraced all -Shekel -payers, was vested by Congress 
in Ihe hands of an "Actions Committee" and in view ol the 
dislribulion ot the Mr^anisalion all over rlic gUtbc, a small 
comraitlec of five mcmbei-s was i;onslitiiIed as Ihc Central Exe- 
cutive with its seat in N'ieniia. and a further committee cunsistiny 
of line or mure rcprescnlatives of each conntr>'. 

Dr. Thflodor Herzl was appointed head of Ihe .\ctions 
Ctimmittee, and he held that posiliim as well as thai uf President 
of Congress imlil liis death. 



THR OkOWTH OF THt^ MOVK.\l[iNT. 

.After Ihe ircmendoiis labt.ur ..f siimmrininj; the O'ngress - 
many of the workers especially the yoimj; jniirneyed ftir weeks and 
weeks. Irom town to town and counlry lo country agitating for Ihe 
Cause and ihe great efforts made during Ihe hulding "f the 
Congress. Ihcre naturally was a pause iti Ziunisi activity. The 
agilalion and propaganda, however, was soun again in full swing. 
The splendid echo the Congress found in public opiniim. and on 
the other hand Ihe uppusilion which again made ilself felt with 
redoubled severily Inini cerlain Jewish quarters in face of the 
cxceplional success the first Congress achieved; sei-ved to encourage 
the workers to renewed efforts. The result was llial within a 
period of one year Ihe number of adherents increased ninefold. 
"Hic 117 Societies grew to ')13. Since then ihe number of 
Zionists has been gradually increasing, and the last Congress 
llhe 7ll\) was able to register over 20O0(K^> organised Zionists. 



TMB JKWISH COLONIAL TWST. 

l-'rior to the 2nd Congress, a Conference was called hy the 
Actions Commitlce in Vienna to deal wilh ihe plan nt louhding 
ft ftnancittl inslilulion which vvould serve the political objects of 

■■■" 'rnf, liy Ihe arrangemern of a subscripiiun. preparatory 

ncclion wilh the Bank was conimenced immediately. 

list was truly a I'enple's liank. wilh shares alliiMed 

lis establishmeni priKccdcd under Ihe most trying 

il'.Ks, there being im lack nt opposition from Jewish financial 

The liaak CMmniitice. howc\'cr. vmdcr the leadership of 

'V^ttlffs'ihn .n-ercante the i-ibsfaclr-i, ntid in March lS'*o ilu- 
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work still remains to he dune hy /.lonisls lor tiiv i 
requires lar>te tunds lo carr^ out itf j;''*^'''' pt<lll)C«l object!. 1 



FROM THE SECOND TO THE SIXTH CONORHSS." 

Apart tnim tlic decision to tuunil (lie li«iik wMcli w•l^ i^liipli-^ 
xtlcr careful delibcfalion. (he 2nd Cotii^rt^s vntcr«tl r<>i tho (Inil 

time into a thoron);h invesli'--'- ' " ' ^•-'■•■-' 

CoIfiHisntion. i. c. whether Itu 

iinderlakc enlonisation in l^ni- 

cessions Mhe Chsrten troin th. ___ 

the importance of the question u k-'M-mu^Mini w.i Ai^i'i>liilviJ^ 

fh« following proposals were accepted hy Cotii.'if^'' 

I The first steps in colonisation slmll htj^ln with 
resident in the VnrkiBh Hmnirp, 

2. To obtain the sanction of the TtirkUh (lovcrninout 1 
such colonisation, tlic activities of tin- Hank Mlttmld IW 
employed, 

On the basis of these HcsolutionH tin 
who co[ild not yet rely on any i.'fnicesalon& m. 
abstained Irorn all Pnlcstinlan activity \\lih\u 

Already in their report o( Ilk' (ii i 
Cominiltee showed llial Ihey had im 
negotiations wiJii iintlviritntivp Omv,,. 

support lo t'; ■ ' ' 

Herzl. who U 

point to hi!( 1 1 

MovL-rn<:iii i> ,iig 

in Cti 

Kait^t id I 
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■•as carried 
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Thus while nn the une iiaritl the Zionists widentd their splicre 
ol activity in many departments of Jewish life and i>n Ihc nthcr 
hand formed fixed groups within the movcmcni. the orpanisaijun 
proceeded on its even way. strengthcninj; the means at its disposal 
anew by the adoption ol a scheme which had already been muoitd 
at the first Congress. At the 4lir Congress 

THR JEWISH NATIUXAI- l-"L'Xl) 

was called into existence whicji relying upon voluntary contrihi)i!iid&. 
has for its object the purchasing of land in Palestine after the 
accjiiireinenl of sufficient legal guarantees. Immediately after the 
4th Congress the collection for the Kimd was zealously hegun 
and has now reached a capital of J.' (jOOUO isce Appendixi. The 
l-"und has recently been registered in accordance with Hnglish law 
as a company with limited liability, and a portion ol the capital 
has already been employed in the purchase of land, Hy the deciHion 
of the dth Congress a fourth part of the capital in addition to the 
accumulated interests must remain unlniiched under any oventualily 
until Jewish colonisation on a large scale in Palestine is possible. 
The National Fimd has become in its brief existence (be most 
popnlar institution in Zionism, the promotion of which muei be 
encouraged, ll is also certain that in this case as wilh Ihe Irusl. 
a speedy and larger growlh is necessar\' in' (he interests of the 
movement, and the National Fund appears lo have onsidenihle 
opportunities fur such growth. 



HERZfS DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY SINCE 1401. 

In i\lay 1WI, Dr. Herzl this time as President of tbeA^ 
Committee was again received in several audiences by H. NiA 
Sultan, who had Ihe Zinnist plan explained to him. Oo 1 
occasions Herzt was treated with special dislinctton, and Ihfl Si 
honoured him by the conferment of the Order of the Ml^ 
The ImprcsBion made on Herzl by these negotiations, whicl 
not lead to a tangible result, he gave to the ,Sth Conjrrcw: 1 
following statement; - "The kindness and heartiui- 
realised my fondest hopes, l-roni the words rn 
.Majesty I gained the conviction that in the i: 
Jewish people lias a friend and protector 1 1"' - 
me to announce Ihis publicly. May ■'■■ 
become aware of this, may they mil-. 
them arc a.nlaini-d In fhi^ f;i._t, ^^^.<1 -n: 
to act - 

lu Ule 

• In! 
twiorc I 



resuUs were arrived al. in thai Herzl. as he infnrmed the 6th C»n- 
p-CHs. could not accept the CDiiccssion offered of '"scattered divided 
colonics in various parts of the Turkish Rmpire. wllicti did not 
satisfy iiur national requirements". 

After making these two ultcmpts, and also being pressed 
by the tcrrit)le position in which the [Russian Jews found themselves 
alter the days of Kischineff. Herzl endeavoured to find other 
polilical and diplomatic ways for a speedy achievement of the 
object in view. In October i'io3 assisted liy Mr. I,. J. Orccnbcrg. 
he set himself in communication with a numhcr of racmhcrs of 
the British Cabinet and laid before Ihem the proposal to grant the 
Zionists a concession of land in the neighbouring region of Palestine, 
the Sinai Peninsula. The (English Oovemmcnl warmly recommended 
Herzi to the figyptian authorities wlm gave their'consent to the 
dispatch of a Commission of Hn^juiry and agreed lo grant .lewish 
local government over the territory in question in the event of 
the Commission bringing a favourable report. The Commission 
returned in March with their report which showed that the plan 
was nut feasible because the experts were of opinion that it was 
impossible to sufficiently water the Pehisian Plain, and thus the 
setliemcnt of f-l Arisch would be prevented. When Ihe members 
o( the Urilish Government became aware of this result, they 
tmoiedialcly made Dr. Herzl an offer uf a territory in tiast Africa 
for a Jewish settlement which if after examination proved to be 
suitable, would be invested with the right of local government 
ind of the regulation of religious and internal administrative 
affairs, Herzl obtained permission lo submit this proposal to the 
(ith Congress. 

THE EAST AFRICAN PRtUlKT 

The political activity which Herzl developed doruig the last 
few months before the 6th Congress placed the greatest demands 
upon his powers. Now in London and now in Paris, then in 
Eg:>'pt and again in London: here elaborating a plan for a Charter, 
there furnishing a Commission of Kxpl>iration, he gave in those 
erentful days the greatest possible proof of his political capabilities. 
M<ircover. slmrtly before the Congress, he journeyed to Kussia 
tu plead lor an improvement in Jewish conditions and In interest 
the government in the Zionist movement. 

With the report ol the result of these labiiurs Herz) appeared 
before the oth Congress. Herzl certainly did not anticipate what 
mgcmus gift he had bmughl the Congress in Ihe shape of 
ElEast African offer on which the attention of the delegates 
fr iiomedia f Hv ■j'-inirentratcd He ecrtninlv had nu idea thai 
-■'■•' ,( create a grave 
flbi. ■ historic event 

coplc for the 



nation had been recognised by a great Pnwcr as^entllled Ur s 
national existence. Merzl appeared before Congress with ihu 
conviction lltat tlie firsl victory for .lewisii national prini:iples had 
been won, and he valued this "fad as one iif historical importance, 
tint how was this offer of a Colony In Hast Africa |u be recon- 
ciled with the Ziiinisl profiramnie which strictly demanded Ihe 
establishniftil of a legally secured home in Palestine? That was 
the tiiiestion which created such aculi" differences of opinion as 
bad not occurred previously in Zionism, and which later bnmghl 
fierce strife which was only ended by Ihe 71h Congress. 

Dr. Herzl approached the possibilities o[ Ihe East .African 
offer from Ihe standpoint that the founding of a Colony in 1^1 
Africa would be an emergency measure in view ol the enormous 
increase itf Jewish misery. "It is nol Zinn" he declared in his 
statement on the project '"and can never become Zion. It is 
merely a provisional measure of colonisation, but it must ht: noted 
on a national and self-governing basis. We cannot and shall nut 
give fiur masses the signal I" start thither. It is and mifsl rcTiiain 
purely an emergency measure which is lo remedy the present 
chaotic powerlessness of all philanthn)pic undertakings and obviate 
the loss of scattered sections of the race." "It is sclt-undcr- 
stood" he declared al the same time "that the Jewish people can 
have no other goal than Palestine, and our views as to tlie land 
of our fathers arc unalterable and must remain unchanged." Hcrzl 
did nol explain al Ihe C(mgress how he intended to carry out 
the East African project, whether the Zionists or an organisatiun 
lo be newly formed by the Zionists (or the purpose. What he 
finally demanded of Congress was not its decisicm upon the offer, 
but that il should agree to the despatch of a Commission lo 
examine the suitability of the proposed territory and the next 
Congress to decide upon the i|uestion of acceptance or rejection 
of the project. Al the Congress (he problem which had emerged 
so suddenly created eiitjiosiasm on the one hand, hut absolulfi 
oppositiim on the other. The debates did not turn on the ljuesiiun 
as to whether a Commission sliuiitd be sent by Zionists or noL 
but rather whether the offer Titled into the lines of the Zioiusl 
programme or not. which was affirmed bv one side and strenuously 
denied by the other. The result of the concluding vole gave a 
majority for Hie despatch nf the Commission, and it may be 
mentioned thai certainly a large number of delcgales voted with 
Ihe majority because thev rtRarded the CNamination of the proposal 
a necessary marL ■■< r,..,-„ , t ,i,,.. .,, it,,. r,,.,i,,i r....-.-r-^n,.-n, 
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Congress was able lo pacify thcni to seme estcnl. But directly 
alter the Congress tears were a^ain expressed, particularly among; 
Ihe Russian Zionists, that the Actions Cumniittee were after all 
entering into llie IHast African project and with llial weakening 
the Palestine principle, nntil in April 1W4 after many sharp ftuds 
a me«tin(i of tlie Actions Committee was held in X'icnna al 
which Herzi was able to scatter all these fears, and im the con- 
trar\' showed that the X'icnna Central Executive had continued 
its efforts for Palestine unabiated and with the greatest zeal. The 
East African scheme would probably have collapsed at that time 
already, since it was kmiwn then that tlie proposed region was not 
very siiitahle for purposes of colonisation, had ntit an eveni occiirred 
which shi'ok Zionism to its foundations — the death of Herzl. 

In the general depression prnduccd by the disappearance id 
file prominent figure of the leader, a certain pessimism developed 
among a section of Zionists willi regard to the possibililies nf 
obtaining f^'alestinc, and caused the reprcsentalivcs of this view lo 
declare it necessary and to propagate the founding i)T a Colony 
in Hast Africa, or. if that proved unsuitable, in any part of the 
world. This stirred up anew the strife over East Africa which 
waxed fierce and filled Ihe whole internal life of the organisation 
until tlie 7th Congress, where it eame to a head and at the 
same time was settled. By an overwhelming majority, the Con- 
gress adopted Ihe following resoliitjons: - 

1, The "th Zitinisl Congres-s declares: The Zionist organi- 
sation stands firmly by the fundamental principle of the 
tiasle I'rngramnie. namely, "the establishment of a legally 
secured and publicly recognised home tor the Jewish people 
in Palestine", and it rejects, cither as an end or as a means, 
all colonising activity outside Palestine and its adjacent lands. 

2. The Congress resolves to thank the British Qnvernment 
fur its offer of a territory in British RasI Africa for the 
purpose of establishing there a Jewish settlement with 
autonomous rights. A Commission having hcen sent nut 
to examine the territory' and having reported thereon, the 
Congress rcsnlves that the Zionist organisation shall nol 
engage itself further with the propnsal. The Congress 
records with satisfaction Ihe recignition accorded by the 
British Oovernmeni to the Zii-nist organisation in its 
desire to bring about a solution of ihe Jewish problem 
and expresses (he sincere hope that it may be accorded 
the further good offices of the British Oovernmcnt, where 
available in any matter it may undertake in accordance 
with ihc Hasle programme. 

.i. The llh Zionist Congress recalls and emphasises Ihe fact 
thxt acc4>rding to Article I of the Statutes of the Zionist 
organisaltiui. the Zionist organisation includes those Jews 
who declare themselves to he in agreement with the 
Hfule ppctgnrnmc. 



hy ihtSL- asnlulinns the sirite was ended, and al llie s 
lime itie sphere i)f Zionist activity was firmly fixed for the (irture 
iipuii Palestine and Us adjacent lands. 

rHI3 l)fiVKL01'.N\ENT Of-' THE ORGANISATION SINCR 
THH Hl^ATH OP HHRZI. 

Aii has already been mentioned. It was not until the 7th 
Congress thai the Organisation found itself, by reason ot the 
death of Hcrzl. in an altered position. The confusion caused by 
the strife over Rasl /Vfrica hindered a speedy settling duwn tu a 
new order of thini^s. Sinee tlie 7lh Con>jress. however. Zionisira 
again posscsseti a nniform programme and an assured leadership 
which provide opportunities for its steady progress. The Hast 
Africa strife and the loss nf the leader were trials of strength for 
the movement, trials which it hrillianlly withstood. To have so 
lirnily deelitied any deviation from the t'alestine programme and 
in a comparatively short time after the paralyzing blow of Herzl's 
death, to have again eontinued with certainty and eagerness its 
labours tuwards its goal, is tlie greatest proof of the Iritimphant 
power of the idea as well as the internal strength of the Zionist 
organisation. 

In connection with the programme, the question of practical 
work in Palestine was already substantially settled before Herzfs 
death, and the o th Congress having recognised the necessity for 
detailed preparatory work and exploration in Palestine, it appointed 
a" Palestine Commission with, amongsf others, the following 
objects; - 

I. The scientific and practical exploration of Palestine and 
the adjoining countries with special reference to Its eco- 
nomic, technical, legal and geographical conditions. 
2. The erection of an Hxperimental Station for agricultural 

and technical investigations. 
A. Theestablishmcnt of an. Vgricultural and Technical Information 
(bureau to give information un the price, quality and 
cultivation of estates, as well as industrial conditions. 

4, The erection of a Research Station for the purpose of 
studying and combatting endemic and infrctinu'; Lih.!.-ise8. 

5. The issuing of a journal Jevnted to i'.i; sts 
and giving special attention lu llie i" --b 
colonisation In Palestine and the adimii 
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slrenglheniny it, the syslematic pnimolinn i-l tht- aims "I 
llie movement in Palestine shall be accomplished by liic 
lollowing means: — 

1. General work of exploration. 

2. Promotion of agriculture, industry &c. on the tiiual 
democratic principle possible. 

i. Cultural and econuniic improvement and organisation 
of Palestinian Jewry by tlie attraction of new in- 
tellectual furccs. 
4. The acquisih'iin uf rclorms in relation tu administm- 
tion and law which are necessary lor the improve- 
ment of the conditions in Palestine. 
The 7th Congress rejects every aimless, unsympathetic, and 
philanthropic colonisation on a small scale which does not Cfinforni 
to the first point in the lUsle pruirrHmme. 



The political work of the Actions Committee, now led by 
Mr. David Wolffsohn. the near friend of the late chief, is naturally 
being carried out on the lines laid dnwn by the 7 th Conj?ress. 
That Congress emphatically reaffirmed that the Zionist organisation 
stands imshakcn by the liasle programme, viz, that the Jewish 
question can only be Solved by the creation of a legally secured 
and publicly recugniscd hi-ujc "for the .lewish people in Palestine, 
and rejects all territorial schemes, other than Palestine and its 
adjacent lands, which purpose to ser\'e that object. The .\ctiims 
Commitee has endeavoured, in carrying out these decisions, (o 
trphold the political character of the movcmenl. and at the same 
Ihne to support all those undertakings in Palestine which built 
upon sure foundations appear useful for Zionism and its aims. 'Hie 
various political relations left in force by the founder of the mo- 
vement have been zealously continued. In particular the Com- 
mittee has endeavoured, by influencing authoritative circles, to 
interest the Powers in the Zifinist (jiiestion and tn cause it to 
become the subject of international consideration. These endeavours 
are being earnestly and steadily continued, 

The new Actions Committee took over tht heritage of 
Theodor Herzl under exceptionally difficult circumstances. Russian 
Jewry had been overwhelmed by the fearful pogroms, and the 
^■^Krnist organisation placed all the powers at its command in the 
"^Ice of relief fur the sufferers. The Actions Committee also 
moned a Conference of Jewish organisations in Hrusscls with 
i object lit taking united action on behalf i-I the Wussian Jews 
wbkh was attended by f*(" representatives of various ,Icwish 
bodies. -After a period of tolerable i(uiet which followed the awful 
calastrophics in f?ussia, the Zionists thruiighout Ihc world again 
db-eclcd (heir energies la Zionist work. 



THE OPENIXO UP OF PyU.BSTlNR, 

A new devulupnieiU is now si)readiiig in tlie Zionist ranks 
and continually grows in strength. Never has the allachniL-nt to 
-Palestine been niaiilfesled with such furtt; as at Ihc present time. 
Inimigratiun lu Ihc old liomc-land increases nmnth liy nmnlh. 
Prom the ranks u( yonlh pioneers are drawn 1<> i'aleslinc to help 
by their labour'; in the openinfj up of the cnunlry and fmrn Jewish 
intellectual circles capable forces are actlling in the land. Experts 
are founding institnlinns which open the way for profitable in- 
dustry, and our urganisalion gives a thousand proofs that Zionism 
and Palestine are indissoliibly bound together, llie ties becoming 
firmer and stronger from day to day. 

Within the past few years. .Jewish influence in Palestine has 
considerably increased. The Colonics, renowned for the excellence 
of their products, have already developed a vigorous Jewish pea- 
santry, and have reared a young generation trained in a -Icwish 
atmosphere who use Hebrew as a living national language from 
childhood. Model educational institutions help in the progress of 
cultural attainments, and indoslrial undertfikings arouse a new 
and modern spirit of activity. 

Political Zionism plays an active pari in the progress of 
Palestine Jewiy. Though it excludes colonisalinn on a small scale 
Irom its programme, even comballing it when it arises in Ihe 
lorm of philanthropy or without a plan, it endeavours on (he ulticr 
hand to crealc scientific and practical foundations for altrdcling 
private Jewish initiative and for the purpose of facilitating cohmi- 
sation on a large scale, wlien the desired political concessions 
will have been acquired. The Palestine Commission appoinlcd hy 
the 0th Congress (Prof. O. Warburg, Dr. Franz Uppenheimer and 
Mr. Soskini have now published a scientific organ "Altnenland" 
in which all geological, agricultural, technical and commercial 
questions relating to Palestinian colonisation are discussed. 
Moreover the Commission carried out a series ol practical in- 
vestigations on Ihe spot which have yielded valuable results, and 
lately it has founded a number of independent institutions ivhicJi 
are lo serve the improvement o| the industrial and agricultural 
conditions in Palestine. (See Appendix. i 

In this connection it must be pointed nut that since the ^^h 
Congress the neighbouring lands to Palestine have been drawn 
into the Zionist sphere of activity. The reasons prnmpling tllfs 
decision were thai firstiv a future cominonwealth in Palestine 
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THH IMl-LUENCE OH ZIONISM L'POX THE DFV'RI.OPMHN'T 
OK -IHWISH I.IPF. 

\\f have already inflicated that such a radically .Jewish mo- 
vwiicnl as Zionism, mimbcring hundretls of ihunsands of adhtTBnts, 
must of necessity in proceedinjj: tu its jirtat national object come 
into contact at every Inrn witli Jewisli life in the Diaspora, II 
appears to us not unimportant to sketch the principal features of 
llic influence of Zionism upon present day Judaism. 

It Would be impossible for anyone who e\amine8 the facts 
impartially to overlook the ireniendous revolution in Jewry within 
the last decade which, if not altogether, has in the greatest 
degree been due lo the influence of Zionism. 

Zionism atone has been Ihe means of making an end of the 
hypocritical, cowardly and distorted manner of dealing with the 
Jewish question and has made way fi>r a public, honest and actual 
treatment of ihc problem which even anii-semiles have learned 
to respect. The shamefaced type of ■■Israelite" has disappeared 
at any rate from Ihe political arena. This spirit has been more 
or less implanted in Jewish organisations generally and Iherelore 
we have lo-day a more decisive representation of common Jewish 
inleresls. This has been particulacly shown lately in dealing with 
the terrible Jewish calastrophies. Jewish institutions have In 
diverse ways penetrated deeper inio Jewish affairs, thanks to the 
criticism and examples afforded by Ihc Zionists, The previous 
politics of charily which produced at one and the same time the 
Iwo categfiries nf philanihmpist and beggar, has been transformed 
intii a democratic policy which in matters of education, emigration 
and colonisation, renders incomparable advantages to that shown 
earlier. The Jewish communal leaders are discarding more and 
more the erroneous view that the Jewish trouble is temporary 
or local and are beginning to recognise that the question is a 
comprehensive one which can only be solved by radical and large 
measures. The Jewish communities also, thanks to the activities 
of the Zionists who frequently entered with success into the fray 
for the conquest of representatives, have begun l<i tuni from being 
effete ()rganisations into active Jewish corpi)rations. All this, 
although a tremendous improvement to previuus conditions, is 
still however capable of much further extension, but it must 
already be conceded that under the influence of Zionism and its 
criticism of existing conditions, a public opinion has been introduced 
within Jewry which can only point lo progress in the future. 

The general Jewish press has also been enriched and 
strengthened by Zionism, which placed great problems bclctrc il 
and stirred up the consideration of new unes. 

II woiild carrj- us too far to sketch here even in general 
ms how deeply Zionism has affected Ihe cultural life of.)ewr>'. 
'.tewish literature in Hebrew and Yiddish as well as in Htiropean 
, 'languages received an immense impetus under its influence, not 






imly in the matler of new crealiuns, hiil in tlic fostering and 
cslimatiun of tliat already existing. To Zionism alone belongs 
rile credit of bridging the gulf helween the liast and the Wesi 
in the (ntelSeclual and spiritual sptieres and bringing nearer lo Ihc 
Westeni Jew the important achievements of tiie Jews of Easlcni 
Europe In this direction. Centres and publishing inslilulions were 
formed for Jewish artists and pnets; cultural undcrlakinRS Ol 
various kinds were called into existenct. The domain ol Jewish 
Art was. so to speak, first discovered and opened to Jewish and 
nun- Jewish publicity. Jewish public discii.ssion also received an 
important extension. Education found tinite a series of new 
institutions: Jewish Schools, the so-called loynhec Halls. Libraries 
&Q. to be counted in hundreds were founded by the Zionists. 

Jewish social life was also very much rntlueiiced by Zionism. 
In many places where it threatened to collapse allogether. it w«8 
strengthened and preser\'cd by all kinds o( national arrangements, 
not least by the fostering of national festivals. 

To Ziunisni must also be ascribed the substantially altered 
views and the new position taken up with regard to the repre- 
sentation of (he political rights of the Jews in the different 
countries. Thanks to Zionism a conscious Jewish clement has, 
particulariy in Austria and Russia, frequently stepped into the 
fore-froni of political life, instead of the previous customary lying 
low behind other parties and other nattooatities. We see Zionists 
successfully representing Jewish national principles in the Parliaments 
of many countries and how from day to day non-Jews are becuming 
more acquainted with these principles in political as well as in 
other branches of public life. 

Lastly it is the special merit u( Zionism, equally acknowledged 
by friend and opponent, that it exercises a great and fruitful 
influence upon the moral gualities of Jewry, I3y the frank honesty 
of its national declarations it incomparably uplifted the pride, the 
courage, the self-confidence as well as the feeiings of duty in 
every individoal Jew inwards his people. The principles ul Self- 
help and Self-defence -what astonishing trials the Self-defence 
endured in the days of Ihc pogroms! - are only the consc«jutnces 
of Zionist teaching: For the people, by the people! 

We have now reached Ihe end ot our short review. Tllc tcti 
years ol Zionism were years full ol wonderful hopes, hard loQ, 
difficult struggles, hut also lutt nt firm rnm-irtinTi ;inc! f;ir rt-a-.-ltinjj 
results. It has led the Jtwisli 
in a remarkahie manner. Alt: 
Ihc dawn of the great ideal 

jir.iv.- t.i h,. .1,,! ,iiiu'..rt)iv of ll 
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THI- JEWISH N'ATI1)\..\[. |--UNtl. 

fit have already explained ihc Fuudu mental principle of Ihi^ tnsliliilioii. 

' ( proceeds ol 'lliu National Kund. land will be purchased in I'Hlestine 

i aditccnt counttius and will belong to the Jewish nalioii. 

tuinnr. (,„„, .1,,. ."..ciiuf of ttie .Jewish Nattimal Pund small tracts o( land 

> when colony la linked tn colony, and little by little 

' is EiEiiin opened up. then shall we be able (o show 

■ of snmll heginnines, a maKnificenI edifice can be 

ffnri; ■- - . - . . M -. . ru , ... 

mdlviiliiiiis H' iriL' iNmiijimi Fund we can promote 
ol fe'eslablishiiig a pcuple, thai (or su many ye: 
ffwo, whetcoM 10 rest Ils weary leel. 

I'hL' niaJTt Idea miijcrlying Ihe Instilulioii and expansion ol the Jewish 
Natiftniil rimd was Ihis:- that sIlJcws. who still retained an affection tor JudaisTn 
should ci}ntrihijtc io the Fund whencvar tlicy were able, and as much as they conid 
altufd in siriiill or in Inrge sums, by means of which, after some time had elapsed, 
the Fund wuuld bo capable of becoming a great and lasting source of support. 
No single ptrson, he he the richest or Ihe poorest, should be excluded from con- 
triMlae to this lund. nor should anyone exclude himself. Wheresoever Jews 
ilweH the National Kund must become a Jewish National iiistltuttou which each 
Jew naturally joined ot his own tree will. Orcai and small, old and young, all 
""""" know that they occupied a position in which they could and muM ilo 
to help in consummating a great .lewish object. The name and ob- 
9 Jewish National Pund shoud ticcnmc familiar to all Jews. The 
I grow into, a habit with them, no sacriftce. but an nbligntion 
discharged. 

!ie lale Prof. Schapira ol Heidelberg determined that this should be the 
Ptafurc of ttii' National Fund, which he proposed al the first Zionist Congress. 
1 and wliich later was resolved upon at Itio 5th Congress, ami called Into being. 
I very soon afterwards a^ulring a legal form. 

' Since flion the National Fund has been increasing lill it has now reached 

B sum of i.' 7i]0(M), a part ri( which has been employed for the acquisition of 
Sd In Palestine. ,. -^ 

THE NATIONAL FUND COLLBCTIONS 

The c'lllections for the National Fiind are guided l»y Ihe following cou- 

IdtUCns, Whenever a gtiDd opportunity presents itself a 'contribution shall be 

— 'e to the Nutiooa) Fund willingly loxcept in so far as ihe Collectors have 

B to eager persuasion] The organisation of the National Fund which has 

) existed, realises ihaf Ihe income Is in the main recruited Ironi llie smallesi 

|,«eatrtbutioiis. and to facilitate the collection of these small contributions, c«naln 

; have^bceu made, which will be mentioned lulcr on. 
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The stomp:* iti ihe Nalioiiil I'lind fittslttuic 
Li^mtd. The slampji ban.- ticon fmd it.-f:rvliii| 
1 Ihe smallest monetat> c<iuivnlrnl "f each ^-ounlrj, 
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Fund. At all places where a greal number of Jew's congregale. 
\a be sol up in Jewish houses and business premises, 

BoKcs arc opened al staled times In the presence of a Commfttee M 
ainount aimouiiccd. 

I.ARGBK CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NATIONAL KUND 
To render single or repeated contributions of grealer amount po* 
ill iirder to ^ive Ihc donors lurllicr opportunity for a spccilied dedication.! 

THE UOLDBN BOOK OP THE NATIONAL FUND 
lias been instituted. The names of single individuals or associations wIm3 
a contribution of not less than £10 will be Inscribed In ihe Oolden . 
the National Fund for the perpetuation of their naaics, and llicse p«8 
receive an artistically decorated certificate. Naturally the donor is at liba _ 
have the name of a personal friend, society or institution, entered instead 
own. In this respect Ihc Oolden Book is eminently the place in which i 
patriola can record their sense of appreciation of persons or Societies who have 
deserved well, and so hy their contribution, the <uitse o( the National Fund 
is advanced. 

Societies can avail Ihcntselves of the Oolden Book for the reglsttslion of 
their names, to show that Ihe Members o[ the Society evince keen Interest ri 
the collections of Ihe National Fund. 

The second facility for the collection of larger confribulions is oHeredJ 

COLLBCrrON SHEETS 

The Collection Sheets are issued Irom certain centres and i 
accordance with a definite plan so that control is secured. They are e 
lo Ihose in whom implicit confidence may he reposed, and allow of eolB 
whenever an opportunity offers. The Centres see that the amounts h"" 
are published in ihe Balance Sheets nf Ihe National Fund. These P 
especially recommended for collections made from honse to house 8i , 
to-do people, and the efficacy of this method has in many ways been j 
already. I 

One of tlie chiel sources of Income ol the I^atiotiai Fund will bel 

THE SHLP-TAX 

This resis on the moral basis, that the conlrlhutions for the National Puiifi'4 . 
to be valued more highly in proportion as they correspond with a cense ul dtiljr 
and constitute u contnbution readily made and permanently undertaken. Tite 
me^nd of the Sdf-tax (which in point of fact depends on tliis: that each ouc 
should set aside a fixed small percentage of his income in monthly mstatmenls) 



was introduced only a short time ago with a wider scope, and even now provts 
la be the best basis of National Fund Contributions. Tlie best way to organise 
Ihis method is as follows; — Those who contribute small sums should lorm them-' 



selves Into a body of ton or more who regularly hand in their monthiy conM- 
bntions under the name of Self-Taxation, to the leader of their body. 

One of the main sources of revenue will be derived from Icfcacies- 
By agitation and explaining its principles, every Jew of mean* shoit 
induced to provide for the National Fund in proportion lo his wc<dth- ~ 
Closely attached lo the National Fund is Ihe Institution of 

OIPTS OF 0I.1VK TREF.S 
Under this name a tnllection is made with the object ol planting oUvs f 
Palestinian 4oil and lo make it serviceable for the ultimate object ol IT"'' 
Nation. 

As a minimum [Ifl. six xhilUniix has been find, being ItltoMt of i 
and culltvatln); one Olive Iree. 

I'his manner nf collection lends to secure a hrtncf fooling, ind ( 
foundallon oi an essential support lo Uie obfeR of the Natioml Paai, i 



OHQANISATION 

■ iiily of cvofy Zionist wlio has joiued the organisation to buy 

■ oar. \'hc- Shekel torresponds to the currency hi each counliy 
I shilling in Bnclantl. The Shekohni are collecred by bona fide 
;iheki;l payer ^tets a receipt which entitles him with the riRhl 
1 in the dectiiin iil ilelegates tar the Zionist Congress. So far 

iei(H Congresses have been held, une in London, the cesi in Basle. 

' "iislly 1011 Shckdpayfts chose a Delegale. hiil as the number of 

B, and consequentiv' Ihal of ihe Delegates, increased, and as the 

1 for the Congresses kept on demanding more time and labour, it 

l>lved at the 5lh and 6lh Congress that the ensuing Congresses should 

[" every second year and that Ihc right to elect should be confined to 

"t Jew Shekel payers. 

18W. the number of organised Zionists amounted to THOOO and lias 

t to 200000 which places the Zionist organisatinn far ahead of the 

'wish organisations of Ilie world. Accordingly Ihc nnmber ii( Delegates 

in tlie Congress has arisen from 204 in I8<17 Mst Congressi tn ISO 

\t Congress! and boo in IWS I7th Congress). In particular the last 

"8cs attracted many hundreds of visitors and loumalists «o Basle, so 

nb«r of those taking part in the Congress amounted to 2500, and 

I (hereby .issumed Ihc ch.iractcr of Nallonal Days of Universal 

lis own midst Ihe Small Actions Committee 
The Small Actions Connniltee assumes Ihe 
' Ihe Zionist Movement, until the nexl Congress, in contormily 
jIuUou of tbc Congress. It consisted at (irsl of five members at 
f whom slood Dr, Theodor Meral In Vienna, the founder of Modern 
inbm. 
,jr Ms death Ihe seal of the Actions' Committee was removed 1o Cologne. 
S Wolffsohn is the President, In matters of great impitrlancc the Small 
"immittec summons the Great Actions CommitTee. The latter is composed 
I faicii selected bj' Federations, who are renresenled at the Congress 
4«, and likewise elected by the Congress, The CommHIee al present 
_ Q members. 

^-conduct the business of the organisation the Congress niajntains a 
It Bureau, which is called the Zionist Central Bureau, at present Ha 
B alt 23. Uhlcrrlng. Calocnc on Rhino. 

e Official Organ of the Zionist Movement Is "DIE WE I.T". 
~ ~ ~s formerly published at Vienna, bul it is now published at Cologne. 
in appears In almost every counlr)'. Jewish National Periodicals, 
lese several Daily papers. The Zionist I'resi in the Hebrew and 
J remarkably wide circulation. A great number of 

' ti.T Jjldisclic Verlag" (Jewish Publl- 
' 'W located in Colt^nc. It publishes 
:i5 have gained universal repute, 
iich as (he "Jfldischer Almanach". 

; produclions, which i 

~~ .1 laDEuages Hebrew and Yiddish. 

THR .IKWiSH COLONIAL BANK 
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it can accordingly pay but a small dividend. Last year the dividend was 2Vs*'.a. 
A Branch of this Bank, the Anglo Palestinian Co. in Jaffa, Jerusalem and Beyrout, 
with a capital of £50 000 supports the main purpose of the Bank. It attaches 
great importance to the increase of Jewish Credit and Jewish industrial enterprise 
in Palestine. To expedite the sale of Shares, Share Clubs have been formed 
in many towns. The members of these Societies pay for their shares in weekly 
instalments. 

The Head Office of the Bank, which is called the Jewish Colonial 
Trust Ltd. (Judische Kolonialbank), is at Brook House. Walbrook, London. E.C. 

PALHSTINIAN INSTITUTIONS 

A Deliberative Council for all Palestinian affairs, the Palestine Commission, 
holds its meetings in Berlin, Uhlandstrasse 175. This Committee publishes a 
scientific oi^zan bearing the name "Altneuland", and deals with questions about 
Palestine. Commencing from 1907 it will be issued under the title of ^'Palestine*' 
as the special organ for all matters concerning Jewish Colonisation in Palestine. 

The Palestine Commission called into being a Palestine Industrial Syndicate 
(President Prof. O. Warburg. Uhlandstrasse 175), which founded with a capital 
of £5000 (in shares of i>50 each) has for its objects the acquisition and 
concentration of Jewish Capital to support industrial enterprise in Palestine and 
at the same time the securing of facilities for labour and commerce. 

Another organisation founded by the Palestine Commission, the Plantation 
Society, "Palestine", is established on the principle of giving every Jew by means 
of small contributions proportionate to his wealth, an opportunity of calling a 
piece of land in Palestine his own. and so tighten the bonds of attachment 
between the Jews of the diaspora and their ancestral land. 

Thanks to Zionist initiative, an institution of great possibilities has been 
founded in Palestine, The School of Art, "Bezaler*, under the headmastership 
of Prof. Boris Schatz. This school purposes to develop .lewish art in Palestine, 
und thereby on the one hand furnish a great number of Jewish families with 
means in the direction of Home Industries and on the other provides a place 
where Jewish art may flourish. 

The Actions Committee has recently promoted the institution in an eminent 
degree because it offered the possibility of establishing on the site of Jerusalem 
a building which serves the special purpose of instruction and the installation 
of a museum of art fabrics. 

The life work of Dr. Chasanowicz and his magnanimous self-sacrifices 
are in the main responsible for the foundation of the Institution, "The Jewish 
National Library" in Jerusalem. 
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